
The Empire Wind NETP offers training and navigation equipment vouchers to New York and 
New Jersey commercial and charter/for-hire fishing vessels and their crew, promoting safe 
navigation and coexistence with offshore windfarms.

Eligibility
Commercial fishing and charter/for-hire vessels
• Holds a current commercial fishing permit AND
• Fished or transited within the Empire Wind lease

area (see chart) between May 1, 2020 and May
31, 2025 AND

• Homeported or state registered in NY or NJ

• The owner of each eligible vessel may receive
three training vouchers, each worth $1,000 to be
distributed to designated vessel crew.

• Training vouchers best designated to captains,
mates and anyone with navigational duties.

Equipment Voucher

• Vessel owner, email, phone and mailing address
• Vessel name, homeport, fishing permits and

documentation or state registration number
• Proof of operations within Empire Wind lease
• Current radar, AIS and satellite equipment list
• Training voucher recipients’ names and mailing

addresses for eligible crew

• Each eligible commercial fishing vessel and
inspected for-hire vessel may receive an equipment
voucher worth $10,000 to upgrade or install new
navigation equipment from an approved vendor
while funding lasts.

• Each eligible uninspected for-hire vessel (“6-Pack”)
may receive a voucher worth $5,000 toward the
purchase and installation of navigation equipment
while funding lasts.
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The Process:  Empire Wind strives to keep the process simple and efficient for applicants. The Paratus 
Group, LLC (TPG), a veteran-owned small business with deep understanding of commercial fishing, 
stakeholder engagement and grant distribution will administer the NETP.

Frequently Asked Questions
• What information do I submit to prove my 

vessel operated in Empire Wind? 
If your vessel transmits on AIS, TPG can confirm 
if your vessel is eligible within minutes. If no AIS, 
TPG will also evaluate submitted VMS data, time 
and location stamped photos and videos of your 
GPS and other data that clearly show your vessel 
in the Empire Wind lease area.

• What equipment can be purchased with the 
vouchers? 
Vouchers may be used to purchase:

• Solid state radar and display
• Class A or Class B AIS transceiver
• TimeZero software and chart kits
• Satellite internet hardware

• Can I purchase or install the equipment myself? 
No. Only approved vendors, listed on your 
voucher, may invoice TPG for equipment and 
installation costs.

• Who are the approved vendors?  
Approved vendors are selected for reputation 
and history of serving the NY and NJ commercial 
fishing community. They are located in NY, NJ, RI 
and MA.
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• My vessel has already received equipment 
vouchers from another wind farm. Can I still 
get an equipment voucher from Empire Wind? 
No. According to the agreements with the States 
of NY and NJ, vessels otherwise qualified may 
not receive NETP funds from the Empire Wind 
program if the vessel has received navigation 
equipment grants from a similar program.

• What type of training can I use my voucher for? 
Training vouchers may be used for any training 
offered by an approved vendor. 

• Can I purchase equipment worth more than 
the voucher value? 
Yes, however you will be responsible to pay to 
the vendor any balance greater than the 
voucher’s worth. 

• Will every eligible vessel receive vouchers? 
Funding is specific to each state and is limited.  
Vouchers will be awarded on a first come, first 
served basis.

• I still have questions, who do I ask? 
You may email any questions about the program 
to Paul Lattanzi of The Paratus Group, LLC at 
info@paratusgroup.org.

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

TPG evaluates the 
information provided and 

determines vessel 
eligibility. TPG may contact 

the vessel owner for 
additional information.

TPG emails equipment and 
training vouchers to the 
owner of eligible vessel. 
Vessel owner forwards 

training vouchers to crew.

Vessel owner and crew 
contact approved equipment 
and training vendors. Once 

equipment installation is 
complete or trainee enrolled, 

vendor invoices TPG.

Vessel owner or 
representative gathers 

required documentation 
and emails it to TPG at 

info@paratusgroup.org.
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