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Executive Summary

A program of 12 monthly digital aerial wildlife surveys of the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management (BOEM) Lease Area Outer Continental Shelf i Atlantic (OCS-A) 0512 in
the New York Bight, were conducted between February 2019 and December 2019,
using APEM | n g high-resolution camera system to capture digital still imagery. The
program is the second year of surveys, using the same methodology and study area
asAPEM6s fAOrnithol ogical arveyl Restilisrof Lease Afea
OCS-A 0 5dnbehalf of Equinor Wind US.

Images collected have been analyzed by APEM Inc. (hereafter referred to as APEM)
and quality assured by Normandeau Associates (hereafter referred to as
Normandeau). Raw counts of all species and incidental observations recorded during
the 12 surveys are presented here.

Survey 131 February 2019
1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 13 was gannets (n=65), followed
by loons (n=46), gulls (n=27), auks (n=15), and waterfowl (n=9) and marine
mammals (n=9).
Survey 1471 February 2019
1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 14 was auks (n=140), followed
by loons (n=57), marine mammals (n=28), gulls (n=27), gannets (n=9),
waterfowl (n=4), and shearwaters (n=1).
Survey 1571 March 2019
1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 15 was auks (n=112), followed
by gulls (n=27) and loons (n=27), waterfowl (n=21), gannets (n=3), and
shorebirds (n=1) and large bony fish (n=1).
Survey 16 1 April 2019
1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 16 was gulls (n=39), followed by
gannets (n=36), loons (n=26), marine mammals (n=16), terns (n=4), and auks
(n=1).
Survey 171 May 2019
1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 17 was loons (n=50), followed
by large bony fish (n=22), terns (n=15), gannets (n=13), marine mammals
(n=5), and gulls (n=3).
Survey 18 1 June 2019
1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 18 was terns (n=59), followed by

storm petrels (n=48), marine mammals (n=25), large bony fish (n=16), turtles
(n=10), sharks (n=4), loons (n=2), and gulls (n=1) and gannets (n=1).

1 Survey 1971 August 2019
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1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 19 was shorebirds (n=184),
followed by marine mammals (n=44), turtles (n=22), sharks (n=16), large bony
fish (n=11), storm petrels (n=9), terns (n=7), gulls (n=3) and passerines (n=3),
and rays (n=2).

1 Survey 2071 August 2019

1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 20 was storm petrels (n=333),
followed by shearwaters (n=13), turtles (n=12), large bony fish (n=3), terns
(n=2), gulls (n=2) and sharks (n=2), and loons (n=1) and marine mammals
(n=1).

1 Survey 217 September 2019

1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 21 was rays (n=812), followed
by marine mammals (n=38), gulls (n=33), turtles (n=17), sharks (n=7), large
bony fish (n=4), and terns (n=1).

9 Survey 2271 October 2019

1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 22 was gulls (n=38), followed by
large bony fish (n=9), turtles (n=3), gannets (n=2) and sharks (n=2), and loons
(n=1).

1 Survey 237 December 2019

1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 23 was gulls (h=189), followed
by waterfowl (n=152), auks (n=55), gannets (n=34), loons (n=27), shorebirds
(n=12), shearwaters (n=5), marine mammals (n=2), and turtles (n=1).

1 Survey 247 December 2019

1 The most abundant group recorded in Survey 24 was auks (n=507), followed
by gannets (n=78) and gulls (h=78), loons (n=34), marine mammals (n=28),
waterfowl (n=6), shorebirds (n=4), and turtles (n=1).

1 A summary of the raw counts for all species recorded in each season are presented in
Table 1, with an indication of their protected status as being Listed (Federally or New
York State Listed as Threatened or Endangered), where applicable.

9 Overall, Survey 21 (September 2019) recorded the highest number of targets (n=912),
predominantly rays, whilst the succeeding Survey 22 (October 2019) featured the
lowest overall number of targets (h=55). Auks were both the most numerous avian
species and overall species group recorded throughout the survey period (n=830), with
rays being the second most numerous species group (n=814). Owing to the high count
of rays in Survey 21, the fall season recorded the highest number of targets (n=1444),
whilst the lowest overall seasonal total was recorded for spring (n=422).
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Table 1 Number of individuals recorded within the Su